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Version December 2023 - “DO THE RIGHT THING” –  

Theft of a bicycle 

  

Prosecution Solicitor – played by a visiting Magistrate 

Defence Solicitor –       played by a visiting Magistrate 

  

   

 

 PARTS  TO BE ALLOCATED BY SCHOOL 

PREFERABLY BEFOREHAND AND 

POSSIBLY PRACTISED 

 

1 Jim Short Defendant 

2 Laura Norder Witness 1 

3 Jack Pott Witness 2 

4 Ivy Pott Witness 3 

5 PC Andy Cuff Witness 4 

6 Court Usher Court Usher 

7 Legal Advisor Legal Advisor 

8 Presiding Justice Magistrate 1 

9 Magistrate – non speaking part Magistrates 2 

 
10 

Magistrate – non speaking part Magistrate 3 
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A selection of words which may need a practice – 

 

Laura – accident, errands, disappeared 

Ivy – whippersnapper 

PC Andy Cuff – apprehended, cul-de-sac, discarded, conceal 

Presiding Justice – clarify 

Jim Short – tournament 

Legal Advisor – defendant, prosecution, accused 

 

 

All other class members should sit in groups of 3 

with pen/pencil and paper – To take part as 

“groups” of magistrates to make their own decisions. 
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IN THE COURT ROOM  

 

Witnesses Should be assembled outside the courtroom, but 

for the purpose of the schools they will stay inside.   The 

Magistrates’  assemble outside the courtroom with a team 

member to provide instructions. 

. 

Court Usher  ALL STAND! 

(Everyone in the courtroom stands up. The Magistrates walk into the 

courtroom and stand at their positions. The Presiding Justice and 

other 2 Magistrates bow to the Court then sit down) 

Presiding Justice  Good Morning.     Please be seated. 

(Everyone sits down) 

(Legal Advisor stands and turns to address the Magistrates) 

Legal Advisor  YOUR WORSHIPS, THERE IS ONE CASE BEFORE YOU, A 

TRIAL  

USHER,  CALL JIM SHORT 

(The Court Usher calls loudly) 

Usher   JIM SHORT! 

(The Usher shows the Defendant, to stand in the dock, and says) 

Usher   REMAIN STANDING AND FACE THE MAGISTRATES 

(Usher returns to entrance to Court room) 

Legal Advisor ARE YOU JIM SHORT? 

Defendant  Yes 

Legal Advisor WHERE DO YOU LIVE? 

Defendant  10 COBBLE LANE, PRESTON  

Legal Advisor HOW OLD ARE YOU? 

Defendant  Nineteen 

Legal Advisor JIM SHORT YOU ARE CHARGED WITH THE THEFT OF A 

BICYCLE TO THE VALUE OF £200 ON FRIDAY 10TH JULY, A 

CHARGE TO WHICH YOU HAVE PLEADED “NOT GUILTY”. 

MAY THE DEFENDANT BE SEATED YOUR WORSHIPS? 

Presiding Justice Jim Short, sit down please. 
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Prosecution Solicitor’s Opening Statement (CPS) 

(Prosecution Solicitor stands up) 

Prosecutor  Your worships, this is a simple case of a theft of a bicycle. On Friday 

10th July at about 6.55pm Laura Norder arrived at the NO FRILLS 

convenience store on Price Street riding her very distinctive purple 

bicycle. She stood the bike up against the shop window whilst she 

went into the shop to purchase a loaf of bread. Within a very short 

space of time a young man walking by, quickly took the bike and rode 

it away out of sight. An elderly couple were waiting at the bus stop and 

witnessed the theft. They immediately rushed into the shop to alert 

someone. The police were called and the two witnesses gave a 

description of the thief over the telephone. A police officer was in his 

marked patrol vehicle in the vicinity when the details and description 

were circulated.  

At approx. 7.15pm around 3 miles from the scene of the theft, the 

officer saw a young man answering the description riding a purple 

bicycle and immediately pursued. The young man rode the bike into a 

cul-de-sac and as the patrol car turned in to the road to follow, a young 

man ran away in the opposite direction. The officer got out of his car 

and chased him, wrestling him to the ground and handcuffed him. He 

placed him in the back of his patrol car and proceeded to look for the 

bicycle. He soon found it half concealed behind a hedge, along with a 

sweater the young man was believed to have been wearing whilst 

riding the bike. This young man was identified as Jim Short. He was 

arrested and taken to Preston Police station where he gave a “no 

comment” interview. 

I’d like to call my first witness, Laura Norder.  

  (Prosecution Solicitor remains standing) 

Legal Advisor USHER, CALL LAURA NORDER 

(Court Usher calls loudly) 

Usher   LAURA NORDER 

Usher Repeat after me “I PROMISE TO TELL THE TRUTH  

Laura   I PROMISE TO TELL THE TRUTH. 

Usher PLEASE REMAIN STANDING. 

(Usher returns to his/her seat) 

Prosecutor  IS YOUR NAME LAURA NORDER? 

Laura   Yes 

Prosecutor  LAURA, I’M GOING TO ASK YOU SOME QUESTIONS.   

PLEASE DIRECT YOUR ANSWERS LOUDLY AND CLEARLY 

TOWARDS THE MAGISTRATES. SPEAK SLOWLY AS THE 

MAGISTRATES AND THE LEGAL ADVISOR WILL BE TAKING 

NOTES. HOW OLD ARE YOU LAURA? 

Laura  I’m 15 
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Prosecutor TELL THE COURT WHAT HAPPENED ON THE EVENING OF 

FRIDAY 10TH JULY  

Laura  I went to the NO FRILLS shop on Price Street on my bike, for a loaf 

of bread for my mum. She can’t walk very far, or drive anymore, since 
she had an accident two years ago, so she relies on me for shopping 

and errands. It’s too far to walk from where I live, so I always use my 

bike. 

Prosecutor  WHAT TIME DID YOU ARRIVE AT THE SHOP? 

Laura  It was just before 7pm . 

Prosecutor  DESCRIBE TO THE MAGISTRATES WHAT HAPPENED  

Laura  I put my bike up against the window where I thought I would be able 

to see it from inside the shop.   

Prosecutor  CAN YOU DESCRIBE YOUR BIKE TO THE COURT? 

Laura It’s a purple mountain bike. The brand is Muddyfox. It’s quite new. I 

got it for my birthday in March. Mum saved up for ages to buy it. 

Prosecutor  WHAT HAPPENED WHEN YOU WENT INSIDE THE SHOP? 

Laura I was at the till paying for the bread when an elderly couple opened the 

door and shouted to call the police. They said my bike had been stolen! 

I ran outside and looked down the street but there was no-one there and 

my bike was gone! 

Prosecutor   WHAT HAPPENED NEXT? 

Laura   I was panicking a bit and didn’t know what to do so I went back inside 

the shop and the assistant was already phoning the Police. I spoke to 

them on the phone and they asked me what colour and make it was. 

Then they spoke to the elderly man who told them what he had seen. 

he gave them a description of the thief, and also gave them his name 

and address if they needed any more information from him. 

Prosecutor  WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THAT? 

Laura I rang my mum to tell her what had happened. I had to walk all the 

way home. A policeman came round to my house the next day and 

brought my bike back. 

Prosecutor THANK YOU LAURA, THE DEFENCE MAY NOW WISH TO ASK 

YOU SOME QUESTIONS  

 

DEFENCE CROSS EXAMINATION 

 

Defence   DID YOU LOCK YOUR BIKE UP OUTSIDE THE SHOP? 

Laura No, I thought I would only be a minute or two. I thought it would be 

okay. It was still daylight and I could see it through the window most 

of the time. 

Defence  BUT YOU DIDN’T SEE ANYONE TAKE IT? 
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Laura No, I just turned my back to pay for the bread and it all happened so 

quickly. 

Defence AND YOU ARE SURE YOU DIDN’T SEE ANYONE RIDING OFF 

ON YOUR BIKE? 

Laura No, they’d already disappeared by the time I got out of the shop. 

Defence THANK YOU. I HAVE NO MORE QUESTIONS. DO YOUR 

WORSHIPS HAVE ANY QUESTIONS? 

Presiding Justice What condition was the bicycle in when it was returned? 

Laura The back wheel was buckled. My mum had to buy me a new one. It 

cost £40. It was a bit scratched too.  

Presiding Justice Thank you for giving your evidence. You may leave the court now, if 

you wish. 

Prosecutor  I NOW CALL MY NEXT WITNESS, JACK POTT 

Legal Advisor Usher, call Jack Pott 

Usher JACK POTT! REMAIN STANDING AND REPEAT AFTER ME – I 

PROMISE TO TELL THE TRUTH 

Jack   I promise to tell the truth 

Prosecutor JACK POTT COULD YOU TELL THE COURT WHAT HAPPENED 

ON THE EVENING OF FRIDAY 10TH JULY? 

Jack My wife and I were going to the bingo as we always do on a Friday 

night.  

Prosecutor  WHAT’S YOUR WIFE’S NAME? 

Jack     Ivy. We’ve been married for 50 years next year. We’ve been going to 

the bingo on a Friday for donkeys years, ever since I retired. 

Prosecutor  WHAT HAPPENED ON YOUR WAY TO THE BINGO? 

Jack We were waiting for the 7 o’clock bus at the bus stop on Price Street. 

It’s just outside the NO FRILLS shop. We always get a bag of Jelly 

Babies from there for the first session. I saw a girl arrive at the shop on 

her bike. She parked it up against the window and went inside. Within 

a minute, a young man walking towards the shop suddenly jumped on 

it and rode off down the street! 

Prosecutor  WHAT DID YOU DO? 

Jack I shouted at him to stop but he carried on.  

Prosecutor  WHAT DID YOU DO THEN? 

Jack   I went into the shop and shouted for someone to call the police 

Prosecutor  WHO RANG THE POLICE? 

Jack The shop assistant did. The young girl whose bike it was spoke to them 

to give them details of the bike and then I gave them a description of 

the lad. 

Prosecutor  DID YOU GET A GOOD LOOK AT THE THIEF? 
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Jack I didn’t see his face but I got a good look at his clothes. He wore light 

grey pants, orange shoes and a black sweatshirt with his hood up. It 

had a number on the back. It looked like a number 7.  

Prosecutor WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THAT? 

Jack We missed the bus, so we had to wait for the next one. We just got  to 

the bingo in time for the first game. 

Prosecutor DID YOU HEAR ANY MORE ABOUT THE INCIDENT? 

Jack Yes, the police came round a few days later and asked us some 

questions. 

Prosecutor THANK YOU MR POTT. STAY THERE FOR THE DEFENCE TO 

ASK YOU SOME QUESTIONS 

 

DEFENCE CROSS EXAMINATION 

 

Defence HOW OLD ARE YOU MR POTT, IF YOU DON’T MIND ME 

ASKING? 

Jack   Seventy four years young. 

Defence  DO YOU WEAR GLASSES AT ALL? 

Jack   Only for reading with. Not for seeing with. 

Defence  YOU SAY YOU DIDN’T SEE THE THIEF’S FACE? 

Jack No, his hood was up and he was facing away from me  

Defence AND ARE YOU DEFINITELY SURE HE WAS WEARING A 

BLACK SWEATSHIRT WITH A NUMBER 7 ON THE BACK? 

Jack  Oh yes. Quite sure. 

Defence THANK YOU, I DON’T HAVE ANY MORE QUESTIONS DO 

YOUR WORSHIPS HAVE ANY QUESTIONS? 

Presiding Justice No, we do not. Mr Pott, thank you, you may leave the court if you wish 

Prosecutor I NOW CALL IVY POTT TO GIVE EVIDENCE 

Legal Advisor Usher, call Ivy Pott 

Usher Ivy Pott! Remain standing and repeat after me. I promise to tell the 

truth. 

Ivy   I promise to tell the truth 

Prosecutor MRS POTT – I’D LIKE TO ASK YOU ABOUT THE EVENING OF 

10TH JULY. DO YOU REMEMBER THAT EVENING? 

Ivy Yes, that was the night the bike was stolen, right under our noses! The 

cheeky young whippersnapper! 

Prosecutor WHAT EXACTLY DID YOU SEE? 
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Ivy I was looking out for the bus arriving when Jack, my husband, 

suddenly shouted “STOP!”. I turned to see a young man riding off on a 

bicycle. I didn’t know what was happening at first but then Jack said it 

wasn’t the lad’s bike. It belonged to a girl who had gone in the shop. 

Prosecutor DID YOU GET A GOOD LOOK AT THE THIEF? 

Ivy I saw the back of him as he rode away 

Prosecutor CAN YOU DESCRIBE WHAT HE WAS WEARING? 

Ivy Yes, he had light grey pants on, orange shoes and a dark coloured 

sweatshirt with a number on the back. A number 1, I think. 

Prosecutor CAN YOU BE MORE SPECIFIC ABOUT THE COLOUR? 

Ivy I think it might have been navy blue. 

Prosecutor ARE YOU SURE ABOUT THAT? IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THE 

SWEATSHIRT WAS BLACK? 

Ivy I suppose it could have been. My eyes aren’t what they used to be. 

Prosecuto AND THE NUMBER ON THE BACK? COULD IT HAVE BEEN 

ANOTHER NUMBER YOU SAW? 

Ivy Well , I remember seeing  a number alright. Perhaps  it could have 

been   a 7. It all happened so quickly. 

Prosecutor THANK YOU MRS POTT. THE DEFENCE MAY WISH TO ASK 

YOU SOME QUESTIONS. 

 

DEFENCE CROSS EXAMINATION 

 

Defence  MRS POTT, YOU DON’T SEEM VERY SURE ABOUT THE 

SWEATSHIRT AT ALL. NAVY OR BLACK? WHICH ONE IS IT? 

Ivy  Well, I thought it was Navy blue but now I’m not so sure. They’re very 

similar from a distance. 

Defence  I PUT IT TO YOU THAT THEY ARE TWO TOTALLY 

DIFFERENT COLOURS.  PLEASE TELL THE COURT WHICH 

NUMBER DID YOU SEE ON THE BACK? 

Ivy A number 1, I think.  Yes a number 1. 

Defence  A NUMBER 1! A MINUTE AGO YOU TOLD THE COURT IT 

MIGHT HAVE BEEN A 7, NOW YOU SAY A NUMBER 1. ALL 

VERY CONFUSING, WOULDN’T YOU SAY? I HAVE NO MORE 

QUESTIONS. DO YOUR WORSHIPS HAVE ANY QUESTIONS? 

Presiding Justice Did the thief have the hood up over his head? 

Ivy   Yes, I’m sure of that 

Presiding Justice Thank you Mrs Pott, you may now leave the court if you wish. 

 

Prosecutor  I NOW CALL PC ANDY CUFF, YOUR WORSHIPS 
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Legal Advisor Usher, call PC Andy Cuff 

Usher   PC Andy Cuff! Repeat after me, I promise to tell the truth 

PC Cuff  I promise to tell the truth. PC Andy Cuff 4960 stationed at Preston 

Police Station. 

Prosecutor  OFFICER, TELL US ABOUT THE INCIDENT ON THE EVENING 

OF 10TH JULY 

PC Cuff I was on duty in a marked patrol car. At about 7pm I received a report 

about a stolen bike with a description of a young male wearing light 

grey pants, orange shoes and a black hoody with a number on the back. 

A few minutes later I noticed the suspect riding a purple bike along 

Letsby Avenue so I apprehended him. 

Prosecutor  WHAT HAPPENED NEXT? 

PC Cuff  He turned left into Beech Close, up ahead, so I followed and as I 

turned into Beech Close a young male ran out of the cul-de-sac and 

away down Letsby Avenue. I shot out of my car and chased him down 

the road a little before catching him. He fell on the floor and I managed 

to handcuff him. 

Prosecutor WHAT WAS THE SUSPECT WEARING?   

PC Cuff  When I first saw him riding the bike he was wearing light grey jogging 

pants, orange trainers and a black hoody with a number 7 on the back, 

but when he ran out of Beech Close he wasn’t wearing the hoody, he 

was wearing a white t-shirt. 

Prosecutor    WHAT DID YOU DO NEXT? 

PC Cuff I put him in the back of my patrol car and went to look around for the 

bike. I found it sticking out from behind a garden hedge. There was 

also a black hoody nearby just under the hedge. 

Prosecutor  CAN YOU DESCRIBE THE BIKE? 

PC Cuff Yes, it was a purple mountain bike. A Muddyfox brand. It looked quite 

new but the back wheel was buckled a bit. 

Prosecutor TELL US ABOUT THE HOODY YOU FOUND NEARBY. DID IT 

HAVE A NUMBER ON THE BACK? 

PC Cuff  Yes a number 7 

Prosecutor  WAS THERE ANYONE ELSE AROUND? 

PC Cuff No. the cul-de-sac was quiet. I made enquiries at the houses in Beech 

Close but no-one had seen anything. 

Prosecutor WHEN YOU ARRESTED THE SUSPECT DID HE SAY 

ANYTHING? 

PC Cuff He gave me his name. Jim Short. And he just  said “I haven’t done 

anything” 

Prosecutor WHAT HAPPENED DURING HIS INTERVIEW AT THE POLICE 

STATION? 

PC Cuff  He made NO COMMENT to all of the questions 
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Prosecutor THANK YOU OFFICER. THE DEFENCE MAY NOW WISH TO 

ASK YOU SOME QUESTIONS. 

 

DEFENCE CROSS EXAMINATION 

 

Defence WHEN THE SUSPECT TURNED INTO BEECH CLOSE COULD 

YOU SEE HIM THE WHOLE OF THE TIME? 

PC Cuff He just went out of my sight for about 30 seconds before I turned the 

corner. 

Defence HOW CAN YOU BE SURE THAT IT WAS MY CLIENT, JIM 

SHORT, WHO HAD BEEN RIDING THE STOLEN BIKE? YOU 

LOST SIGHT OF HIM FOR FOR A SHORT TIME, THEREFORE IT 

COULD HAVE BEEN SOMEONE ELSE IN THE AREA? 

PC Cuff There was no-one else around. It was a dead end at the top of the Cul-

de-sac so there was no other way out. He fitted the description. 

Defence BUT MY CLIENT WASN’T WEARING A SWEATSHIRT THAT 

EVENING? 

PC Cuff It’s my belief that he had discarded it when he tried to conceal the 

bike. He was wearing light grey joggers and orange trainers, the same 

as the thief. 

Defence BUT THOSE ITEMS ARE VERY COMMON INDEED. IS IT 

POSSIBLE THAT JIM SHORT WAS WEARING SIMILAR 

CLOTHES TO THE THIEF AND WAS SIMPLY IN THE WRONG 

PLACE AT THE WRONG TIME? 

PC Cuff I don’t believe so. I searched the area and there was no-one else 

around. 

Defence THANK YOU OFFICER, I HAVE NO MORE QUESTIONS. DO 

YOUR WORSHIPS HAVE ANY QUESTIONS? 

Presiding Justice Can you clarify the colour and number on the sweatshirt you found 

under the hedge? 

PC Cuff Yes, it was black with a number 7 on the back 

Presiding Justice  We have no more questions. Please stand down PC Cuff. You may 

leave the court if you wish. 

Prosecutor AND THAT CONCLUDES THE CASE FOR THE PROSECUTION 

YOUR WORSHIPS 

………………………………………………………………………… 
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DEFENCE BEGINS 

 

Defence YOUR WORSHIPS, I HAVE ONLY ONE WITNESS TO CALL 

AND THAT IS THE DEFENDANT, JIM SHORT. 

Legal Advisor Usher, please assist the defendant with the oath 

Usher   REPEAT AFTER ME - “I PROMISE TO TELL THE TRUTH. 

Jim   I promise to tell the truth. 

Usher    REMAIN STANDING. 

Defence  DO YOU REMEMBER THE EVENING OF 10TH JULY? 

Jim   Yes 

Defence  WHERE WERE YOU AROUND 7PM THAT EVENING?  

Jim  I was on my way to the snooker club. I go most Fridays to play 

Snooker with my mates. 

Defence  WHAT HAPPENED AS YOU MADE YOUR WAY TO THE CLUB? 

Jim Well, one of my other mates said I should call on him the next time I 

was going to the club, as he’d like to come with me and learn to play. 

Defence SO DID YOU CALL ON HIM? 

Jim  I tried but I couldn’t find his house . He said he lived in a cul-de-sac 

off  Letsby Avenue, so I thought it might have been Beech Close. I 

didn’t know the house number but I remembered he’d said he had a red 

front door. I couldn’t find it though. 

Defence   SO WHAT DID YOU DO THEN? 

Jim  I realised I was going to be late as there was a snooker tournament on 

that night at the club, and it was starting at 7.30pm. I started to run to 

get there quicker. 

Defence   WHAT TIME WAS THIS? 

Jim   About quarter past seven. 

Defence    AND WHAT HAPPENED WHEN YOU STARTED TO RUN? 

Jim   As I was running round the corner, a police car came speeding into the 

cul-de-sac and suddenly slammed on! A copper got out and just ran at 

me for no reason. I ended up on the floor. I didn’t know what was 

going on! He was half on top of me and he pulled my arms right back 

and handcuffed me. I was shocked! 

Defence   WHAT DID THE POLICE OFFICER SAY? 

Jim He just said he was arresting me for stealing a bike. I didn’t know what 

He was going on about. I told him I hadn’t done anything 

Defence  WHAT WERE YOU WEARING THAT EVENING? 

Jim  I wore grey joggers, orange trainers and a white t-shirt.  

Defence WERE YOU WEARING A BLACK HOODED SWEATSHIRT 

WITH A NUMBER 7 ON THE BACK? 
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Jim  No. I don’t have a black hoody with a 7 on the back 

Defence HAVE YOU EVER OWNED A BLACK HOODY WITH A 7 ON 

THE BACK? 

Jim No. Never. And anyway, it was a hot night so I wouldn’t have been 

wearing one even if I had one. 

Defence WERE YOU IN THE AREA OF THE NO FRILLS SHOP ON PRICE 

STREET ON THAT EVENING AT ANY TIME? 

Jim No, I’ve no need to go anywhere near there 

Defence DID YOU STEAL A PURPLE MUDDYFOX MOUNTAIN BIKE ON 

THE 10TH JULY? 

Jim    No. Definitely not, 

Defence  I HAVE NO MORE QUESTIONS. STAY WHERE YOU ARE IN 

CASE THE PROSECUTION WISH TO ASK YOU ANY 

QUESTIONS. 

 

 (Defence Solicitor sits down) 

PROSECUTION CROSS EXAMINATION 

 

Prosecutor  WHAT IS YOUR FRIEND CALLED WHO ASKED YOU TO STOP 

BY AT HIS HOUSE? 

Jim He’s called Simon. Simon Sayers 

Prosecutor  OH  REALLY. AND IS HE HERE TODAY TO GIVE EVIDENCE? 

Jim   No he’s busy. 

Prosecutor  WE ARE ALL BUSY, MR SHORT. CAN YOU TELL THE COURT 

WHY YOU SAID “NO COMMENT TO ALL THE QUESTIONS 

PUT TO YOU DURING THE INTERVIEW AT THE POLICE 

STATION? 

Jim I don’t know. I was scared of saying the wrong thing and making it 

worse. I was still shocked so I wasn’t really thinking straight. I 

couldn’t believe I was being blamed for it when I’m innocent 

Prosecutor I PUT IT TO YOU THAT YOU ARE NOT INNOCENT. THAT YOU 

STOLE THE BIKE FROM OUTSIDE THE NO FRILLS  SHOP, 

AND WHEN YOU SAW THE POLICE FOLLOWING YOU, YOU 

HID THE BIKE ALONG WITH THE HOODY YOU HAD BEEN 

WEARING, TO MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT TO IDENTIFY 

YOU? 

Jim   No. It wasn’t me. It must have been someone else 

Prosecutor THERE WAS NO-ONE ELSE IN THE AREA AT THE TIME. IF IT 

WERE SOMEONE ELSE WHERE DID THEY GO? 

Jim   Well, they could have hidden in a garden and got away later on. 
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Prosecutor HIGHLY UNLIKELY MR SHORT! YOU STOLE THE BIKE, 

DIDN’T YOU? 

Jim   No. Definitely not! 

Prosecutor  I HAVE NO MORE QUESTIONS. YOUR WORSHIPS, HAVE YOU 

ANY QUESTIONS? 

(Presiding Justice asks both Magistrates) 

Presiding Justice   No, please sit down Mr Short. 

 

 (Defence Solicitor stands) 

 

DEFENCE SOLICITOR - CLOSING SPEECH FOR THE DEFENCE 

 

Defence  The facts are simple in this case. The prosecution say that Jim Short 

stole a purple Muddyfox mountain bike from outside the No Frills 

Shop. There are two prosecution witnesses who supposedly saw the 

thief take the bike. They gave descriptions of clothing to the police but 

neither saw the thief’s face. You have heard in evidence today, from 

one of those witnesses Mrs Pott, that her eyesight is not as good as it 

used to be. She was firstly unsure of the colour of the sweatshirt the 

thief was wearing as he rode the bike away, and then she was confused 

about which number she saw on the back! I say she cannot be relied 

upon. 

The description of clothing, given to the police could be matched to 

many young men. These are commonly worn items of clothing. Grey 

joggers, dark hoodies and brightly coloured trainers are popular items. 

My client, was indeed, wearing grey joggers and orange trainers, but 

he has said he did not own a black hooded sweatshirt with a number 7 

on the back. He is not the person riding the stolen bike whom the 

police officer was pursuing moments earlier. The officer had lost sight 

of the culprit for 30 seconds or so, and this is enough time for the real 

thief to get away.My client was simply in the area at the wrong time 

and this is clearly a case of mistaken identity. 

 You must be satisfied that Jim Short was the person who stole the bike 

and later tried to conceal it along with the sweatshirt when the police 

officer was apprehending him.It is for the prosecution to prove beyond 

reasonable doubt that Jim Short stole the bike, and I say they have not 

done so. 

Jim Short had a good reason to be in Beech Close, he was not wearing 

a hoody and there was a period of time when the thief was out of the 

officers sight. Jim Short did not steal the bike. 

I ask you to find my client not guilty of the offence of theft. 

(The defence solicitor sits down) 

………………………………………………………………………….. 
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(Legal Advisor stands up and turns sideways to address the 

Magistrates) 

Legal Advisor - Concluding Statement 

Legal Advisor  As you know, your worships, it is for the prosecution to prove the guilt 

of the accused. He is innocent unless you are satisfied beyond 

reasonable doubt, on the evidence that you have heard, that he was the 

person who stole the bicycle from Price Street. The evidence is that no 

one saw the thief’s face, only what he was wearing. There was a short 

period of time that the thief was out of sight. The defendant was 

running away from the immediate area wearing similar clothes to the 

thief’. 

It is for you to consider the evidence, and decide if the prosecution 

have satisfied you on that evidence, that it was the defendant, Jim 

Short who stole the bicycle 

The law is very straightforward in this case. If you are sure that Jim 

Short stole the bicycle as described by the witnesses, then he is guilty. 

If you think that there is some doubt as to the identity of the thief, you 

must find him not guilty.  

Presiding Justice  BEFORE WE RETIRE TO CONSIDER OUR VERDICT WE WANT 

TO THANK THE WITNESSES FOR DOING THE RIGHT THING 

BY ATTENDING COURT TO GIVE THEIR EVIDENCE.  

(Magistrates stand up) 

Usher    ALL STAND! 

(Everyone stands up) 

 

END OF MOCK TRIAL 
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